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march until their return home. Some big landholders of the
Deccan also joined him.1

On his way he made several new appointments, placing
men whom he trusted in charge of the forts of Malher and
Salher. After crossing the Narbada at Akbarpur, the Amiru'l-
Umara arrived at Mandu where he met Ikhlas Khan who
had been sent by the Emperor, on receiving intelligence of his
march, to persuade him to go back to the Deccan. Ikhlas
Khan was known to be a very tactful and persuasive person who
had great influence with the Sayyid brothers, and chiefly with
the Amiru'l-Umara.2 Instead of preventing the latter from pur-
suing his march he did just the contrary. He warned him that
the Emperor was doing his utmost to bring about the down-
fall of Qutbu'1-Mulk, and that his presence was urgently re-
quired in Delhi. The firman carried by Ikhlas Khan, after
acknowledging the receipt of Husain CA1I Khan's report of his
coming to court, goes on to state that the conditions asked for
the release of Raja Sahu's family were accepted. For such an
important business it was right and proper for him (Amiru'l-
Umara) to go to Delhi and His Majesty yearned to see
him. At the same time public affairs in the Deccan were not
such as to admit of his absence from there. In his reply, Husain
"All Khan admitted that to go to the Court without orders was
against all 'conventions, but he required to represent in person
certain very important political matters about the Deccan. In
fact, he further added, he would have returned to the Deccan
but the officers of Raja Sahu who were with him, would sus-
pect him of treachery, the consequences of which might be
harmful for the Imperial as well as his own interests. Moreover,
he was longing to see His Majesty for a long time. As he

1 Op. cit., p. 799; Sardesai, Marathi Riyasat, vol. V, pp. 142-43.

2 He was originally a khatri by caste and his name was Debidas. Under the
spiritual influence of Mulla 'Abdullah Sialkotl, he embraced Islam and entered
the service of the Emperor Aurangzib. In the 29th year of Aurangzib's reign he
was appointed Mushrif and in the 30th year he was made secretary to Ruhullah
Khan. In the 39th regnal year he was raised to  the rank of 400,300 horse,
and appointed faujdar of Indiir. In the 50th year he was promoted to be the
Wakil of Prince Shah *Alam (Bahadur Shah). The latter, after his accession,
raised him to the rank of 2,500, 1,000 horse and bestowed upon him the title
of Ikhlas Khan. He was a learned man and the Emperor was fond of his com-
pany. In the beginning of Farrukhsiyar's reign he retired from service, but
was re-engaged by the Sayyid brothers as the Mir Munshl. Later, he was raised
to   the rank of 7,000. He compiled a history of Farrukhsiyar's reign, called
Padskakn&ma. (Ma'athiru'l-Umara, vol. I, pp. 351-52.)